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New Corner Brook Library Officially Open

On July 30, 2012, the new Corner Brook Public Library was officially opemee. library was relocatet
from the second and third floors of the Sir Richard Squires Building to the new Corner Brook City
the corner of Main Streeind West Street in the heart of the city.

The new library, which encompasses more than 11,000 sqg. ft. of apaee levels, is a state of the ¢
facility and the first new public library to be opened in Newfoundland and Labrador since 198
space $ inviting and bright and has many amenities including, a spacious lounging and reading
separate childrends and teen area wi t &studygem,
office space for staff and a staff roorihe libraryhas modern furniture and is fully accessible includ
computer work stations and circulation desks.

The grand opening was attended by more than 100 people including: local provincial and mt
leaders; community partners; library staff, board memhbats patrons; families and friends. It was
enjoyable event and marked the official opening of great new facility.
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L-R Corner Brook Mayor Neville Greeley, Corner Brook Public Library Chair Mark Thackery,
PILRB Chair Cal Taylor, MHA Humber WestVaughan Granter, Minister of Finance Tom Marshall,
Minister of Education Clyde Jackman

PILRB Executive Director Shawn Tetford and Chair Cal Taylor
at the opening of the Corner Brook Public Library
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Seasonds Greetings

It is hard to believe another year is drawing to a close. | hope everyone has some fond memories of

the year past and are looking forward to an even better year ahead.

As an organization we had some challenges this year. We lost a significant amount of CAP funding,

lost some capital money and saw our annual operational budget from Government reduced slightly.

While these reductions did create some problems for us, we still managed to have a rewarding and

productive year. We officially opened the new library in Corner Brook, completed renovations on the

Harbour Grace Library, started renovations on the third floor of the A.C. Hunter Library, expanded

oneof the branches in St. Johnods, automated three sites,
safety program, started development of a new early literacy program, continued with training

initiatives for staff, said good bye to a number of long term and va lued retiring employees and

welcomed some new faces to the organization.

The year was as productive as it was mostly because of you the staff who work in our libraries, our
divisional offices and headquarters. You continue to promote our services and offer quality programs

for the people of our province. While the next few years will be challenging, due to the financial

position of the province, we wi Il continue to lobby for improved library services and | trust you will

continue to provide the high quality of service library patrons have come to expect.

On behalf of the Provincial Board and myself, | want to offer sincere thanks and wish everyone a very

Merry Christmas and a happy and prosperous New Year.

Sincerely

Ll ﬁ\c,\/\

Cal Taylor, Chair
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OPERATIONS

St. Johnobds Librari.

The A.C. Hunter Library i n St . Jo
card makng program in May. Kay Smith, i
&t ampi ndemonBt@tor, and her frien
Wanda, shared their love of stamping and hel|
participants create two beautiful cards. Maki
your own handmade cards is a great way to <
money, and have some fun at the saime. Add
personal touches with a charming personali
handmade greeting card, and spend quality t
with your family, friends and kids! Ms. Smit
generously donated a door prize of an exqui
gift pack of card making supplies.

Handmade Greeting Gard

A free i nf or mwils anct Estate
Planningd was held at the A.C. Hunter Library i
June. Kellie Cullihall fromGittens & Associates
did a superb job of answering questions, ¢
delivered her responses in terminology that v
easy to comprehend. This was a very succes
program with 58 participants.

Kellie Cullihall

Insights

Chef Nick Hender

Still with the A.C. Hunter Library, in Septembt
Local Chef Nick Hender presented a soup progr:
Chefbds Tips f dhwe 3Bparpceants
learned the secrets of making their own savory
satisfying seafood chowder and chicken noodle s¢
A bonus was for the participants to sample both
delicious, flavorful ideal fall comfort food. Che
Ni ckb6s easy emthesasnafordis cra
made him a huge hit. The entire night was v
relaxed, the soups were fabulous, and every
learned the secrets of creatimgre greafood.
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The NL Author Reading Seriesat the A.C. Hunter
Library has enjoyed the visits of several auth
over the last few months. In September, Mini
Ann Piercey gave a reading before a small

engaged audience. She highlighted some of
details of her bookY o u Canot T
including her experiences when authoriti
attempted to take away her dog when it was fals
accused of biting someone. The audience wa
both amazed and shocked to learn how few rig
you have when your pet is accused of such actio

YOU CANT
IAKEMYDOS

i
|

lMINNIl, ANN PIERCEY

| t 6 s ignhatdVis. @isrtey ance held a fear
dogs until she met a collie who helped F
overcome her fear. She has since owned

collies, and a poodle, just not all at the same timi

In October, author Francoise Enguehard provide
reading from her bookThe Islands of Doctol
Thomas  Originally written in French in 2009
and currently translated into English, the book
based on a true story except for two character
young girl and a French architect.

Francoise Enguehard

Insights

In November, retired veteran, former Bosni
peacekeeper, and author, Lesley Anne Ryan ¢
reading from herdebut novel,Braco. Drawing
her audience in like a magnet to steel, she
them captivated to the story unfolding befc
them. She explained how she molded her chaf
around true incidents in Bosnia which toplace
over the five days following theall of Srebrenica
in 1995 explaining how writing the book helpe
her overcome the pestaumatic stress she live
with following her tour. Ms. Ryan wagnner of

t he 2O0HRresh dish Award for Emerging
Write r s 6 .

LesleyAnneRyan

They are filled with thrilling tories of
shipwrecks, rescue and survival in the waters
Newfoundland and Labrador Well known
Newfoundland authorRobert C. Parsons rea
from a selection of his books at the A.C. Hun
Library in October. Mr. Parsons captivated t
audience with his intriguing stories of strange &
curious marine disasters, leaving participa
eager for more. All those presertotoughly
enjoyed the presentation. The event was ho:

by the A.C. Hunter Library in partnership with tf
St .

City of Johnos fo

Robert C. Parsons
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Christmas came befordalloween for the many
fans of Mr. Eric White when he presented |
annudhli t®& Bef orpeogrdnhat the
A.C. Hunter Library in October. What a fun nigl
starting with carolers greeting participants as tt
entered. A truly very generous mdtrjc literally
showered the audience with his own brand
special gifts and treats. His delight in giving aw
each and every one of the over one hund
special presents has to be acknowledged.
generosity is to be commended when you kn
that he pesonally provided almost all of the gift
given away to a very appreciative audience. W
a flourish and style unique to him, Eric epitomiz
the spirit of Santa Claus.

He explains exactly where finds some of |
treasures; from sparkly pins leather bags, fron
cakes to amazing dinnerware, from wrappi
paper to his own lovely crystal sefust a few of
the things that makes the gifts so special.
amazing generosity is inspiring. It fascinated
audience to learn how little it can ¢a® give a
gift that is truly unique. To accommodate sucl
large crowd of over 180, the upper concourse
the Arts and Culture Centmeasused for the event
With the added help of Mark Coleman from
and PRL Manager Vicki Murphy, a camer
screenmicrophone and other equipment were
up so everyone present could see and hear
presentation.

Eric White

Eric returned to the library in late November, a
once again shared his talent in creating an ele
Christmas tree. Wanting to have a commur
atmosphere, participants were asked to bring
crochet ornamenpurchased or handmade, to use
decorate a tree. Eve
talents in transformirtr
something beautiful and exquisite.

©)-
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Eastern Division

The Carbonear Public Library held a special
Halloween storytime with excited trick or treate!
from witches to lions, and even bananas ¢
strawberries. They enjoyed pumpkin rhym
songs and plenty of scary stories, but not too st
for the wee ones. Everyone left with a pumpl
colouring page and a charming Hallowe
bookmark.

Halloween Storytime in Carbonear

As all librarians know, no one can control tl
weather but on an evening in November, aut
Patrick Collins read from several of his novels ¢
short stories to the an of a great northeasterl
storm. Only a few brave souls came out in si
weather, but what a treat it was as the storm ¢
added to the ambiance of the evening. |
Collins read from his novelThe Harbour Grace
Affray and The Spirit of the SS Kyle: @brating
One Hundred Yearsvhich he generously donate
as a door prize. He also read from several s
stories,Jesus on a Cold December Mornjrand
From Whom the Bell Would Tpknd just as he
read the part of the church bell ringing, the k
tower at the library struck eight, right on cue.

wonderful and memorable evening had by all.

Patrick Collins and lucky prize winner Henrietta

from Newfoundland ar
Labrador and al so
Faculty of Artos Wri
Michael Winter, conducted a writers circle at t
Carbonear Public Library. It was a very spec
afternoon for all who attendedrhe audience
raved about his entire presentation, feel
privileged to be in his presence and learn fr
his extensive knowledge and skill. Mr. Wint
has authored two collections of short stories
four novels, his most recent being tbeath of
Donna Whalen a work of experimental fictior

Acclaimed author

which has been nomi n:
Trust Fiction Prize and the Commonwea
Writersod6 Prize.

Michael Winter
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