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INSIGHTS 
Bay Robertôs Wins New TD Summer Reading Club Award 

Nathan Hynes, Acting Eastern Regional Librarian 

 

Last fall, Newfoundland and Labrador Public Libraries submitted the Bay Roberts Libraryôs 2023 
Summer Reading Club as our entry for TDSRCôs annual contest, 
which recognizes excellence in public library programming across 
the country. 

While we did not place in the top three, NLPL received word in late 
April that the jury was so impressed with the program Bay Roberts 
staff offered last summer, with two part-time staff and just over 
$500, that they wanted to reward Laura Saundersô and Marilyn 
Clarkeôs impressive initiatives.  

As a result, the committee created the Small but Mighty award, 
which recognizes excellence in summer library programming. 
Laura and Marilyn of the Bay Roberts Library were the inaugural 

recipients of this national 
award, which was created 
as a result of their phenom-
enal work offering literacy 
programming to youth in 
their community. They re-
ceived $1,000 for their chil-
drenôs area in recognition 
of their hard work. 

The jury told us that they couldnôt leave their meeting without 
recognizing the Bay Robertôs Library in some way, and were 
in awe of how much we can achieve here with a small budget 
and our current staffing level. 

You can view the other winners here: https://
www.tdsummerreadingclub.ca/staff/library-
awards#2023LibraryAwards  

The direct link to our video submission is here: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=wjcnSZLttAU  

They have a very lovely write-up accompanying the descrip-
tion of our program as well! 

This year, the members of the jury were so impressed with 
what a very small library did with two part-time staff and zero 
budget that they wanted to reward them for offering such an 

ñThe jury would like to 
compliment, recognize 
and shine a spotlight on 
the Bay Roberts Library 
as a wonderful example 
of the inventive, effec-
tive and creative literary 
youth programming that 
is possible on a shoe-
string budget when pro-
duced by hearts full of 
literary passion.ò 
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incredible TD Summer Reading Club program. After much deliberation, the Small but Mighty Award 
was created. This award will only be given out in exceptional circumstances to very deserving li-
braries.  

The Bay Roberts Library (Newfoundland and Labrador) blew the jury away with their approach to 
the Summer Reading Club. This small but mighty library came up with terrific reading challenges 
for young readers. The jury admired how playful they were with decorating onsite, using ñscoopsò 
of paper ice cream and a giant bookworm that grew with the number of books read. In the end, 
Miles the Bookworm was over 250 feet long (averaging 10 books/reader). The appearance of Lo-
gan the Newfoundland Dog at the Toutons, Tunes and a Tale! event also made a special impres-
sion on the jury. The clever and engaging ñGet Caught Readingò virtual challengeðin which par-
ents posted pictures of their kids reading at home, outdoors and around townðwas a great way to 
motivate kids to read anywhere and at any time.   

The jury would like to compliment, recognize and shine a spotlight on the Bay Roberts Library as a 
wonderful example of the inventive, effective and creative literary youth programming that is possi-
ble on a shoestring budget when produced by hearts full of literary passion.   

We are so proud of the accomplishments of our staff in Bay Roberts, and that their hard work will 
recognize other small libraries in Canada. 

 

Bay Robertôs patron and furry visitor 

In This Issue 

¶ New TDSRC Award 

¶ Overdrive Magazines 

¶ NLPL in the News 

¶ Staff Introductions 

¶ Program Ideas, Highlights, and more!  

Summer 2023, Bay Robert's Public Library 
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Overdrive Magazines 
Kristian Brown, Adult Collections and Services Librarian  

 

For several years now, NLPL readers have been depending on our Overdrive collection for eBooks and eAudio-

books. As of June 17, 2024, weôve introduced a whole new Overdrive collection: Digital Magazines! This format 

is not completely new to the NLPL Digital Library; until recently we provided them through a dedicated eMaga-

zine platform called Flipster. Unfortunately, we could only provide a small collection of popular titles through 

Flipster and there was no way to bring that collection to our patronsô attention through the popular Libby app. 

Overdrive Magazines provided a solution to both of these issues at the same time.  

Overdriveôs Magazine collection contains over 4,000 different titles, which represents a massive increase over 

what we offered previously. That means that we can now offer perennially popular household names like The 

New Yorker, Hello!, Us Weekly, and Prevention, as well as a wide range of special interest titles. Youôll also 

notice an ample collection of titles for kids and teens including the young readersô versions of titles like National 

Geographic and Sports Illustrated. There are also over 100 French language titles in the bundle. In order to 

keep the large collection from becoming overwhelming, the titles are organized into convenient, browsable col-

lections like News & Politics, Celebrity, Cooking, Home & Garden, Kids & Teens, and many more.       

Offering an impressive collection only goes so far, however. Collections are only useful if patrons can discover 

and access them. The Overdrive Magazine collection has a built-in advantage in terms of discoverability by 

making it available through the Libby App. Libby has been very popular since it was initially introduced in 2017 

and that popularity is partly due to how user-friendly it is. By streamlining the searching and borrowing process, 

Libby has played an important role in making our Digital Library less intimidating and more accessible than ev-

er. The fact that our Digital Magazine collection is now available through Libby has massively increased its visi-

bility to readers. We are hoping that more and more Libby users will spontaneously discover the eMagazine 

collection as they browse.   

Libbyôs impressive popularity has resulted in long waitlists for eBooks/eAudiobooks in many Public Library sys-

tems; NLPL is no exception. The Overdrive Magazines collection works a little differently, however. NLPL read-

ers will be pleasantly surprised to discover that all Overdrive eMagazines allow unlimited simultaneous use. 

The collection also has no circulation caps. This means that NLPL patrons can check out as many eMagazines 

as theyôd like without holds or wait-times. This instant, unlimited access is one of the most exciting selling point 

for the new magazine collection.  

The broad selection and convenience of the Overdrive Maga-

zines collection has already made it a hit with NLPL readers. 

From June 17, 2024 until November 22, 2024, the new collec-

tion has seen over 5 times as much use as Flipster generated in 

an entire year. Weôre looking forward to usage numbers climb-

ing even higher, especially as Overdrive Magazines continues 

to be promoted throughout NLPLôs Divisions and branches.   

If you have questions about Overdrive Magazines, please get in 

touch at kbrown@nlpl.ca. Havenôt browsed the Overdrive Maga-

zines collection yet? Check it out here. 

https://elibrary.overdrive.com/library/magazines
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Childrenôs Library Renovations  
Jan Moffett, Branch Supervisor, A.C. Hunter Childrenôs Library 

 

The A.C. Hunter Childrenôs Library is always a lively place to be. Children come to read, play, attend our numer-

ous programs and enjoy a space that is all their own. However, older buildings have their challenges, and over 

the years the cracks and holes on the walls had been strategically covered with posters and decorations by our 

creative staff. The old blue, red and yellow walls had been around since the 90s, so it was time for an update!  

Before the renovation started, staff spent time measuring and virtually moving the shelves to find a better layout 

for the library, including making sure our school-aged children have a space they can be comfortable in, two play 

areas for younger children, and highlighting our growing French language collection. We chose new colours for 

the walls and new carpet for our floor.  

While the library was closed for a month, staff moved books into storage and worked hard on getting ready for 

the summer reading club.  The library walls are now a beautiful fresh off-white with bright green doors and trim. 

The well-worn carpet has been replaced by sturdy carpet tiles, and older shelves replaced by movable units.  

We are so grateful to The Friends of the St. Johnôs Public Libraries, who used the funds raised by the Spring 
Book Sale to support the purchase of new artwork, and child-friendly furniture to cap off the new look.  

One of the highlights of the change was a painting specially made for us by local author and artist, Lori Doody. 

She brought to life our favourite bird and mascot ï the Puffin!  

Lori Doody, along with Tracy and Emma from the Childrenôs Library 



 

INSIGHTS 5 



 

INSIGHTS 6 

 

 

 

Image created by Kristina Walters, Library Technician IV A.C. Hunter Library 



 

INSIGHTS 7 

NLPL in the News 

Fred Whitmarsh, Director of Library Operations  

 

There is so much great work being done across the system and it is no surprise that the media has 
taken notice of some of those initiatives. Below is a small sampling of some of the news stories NLPL 
staff have contributed to or participated in over the course of the past several months. 

Writers in Residence 

NLPL has hosted several different writers in residence at different locations and below are some news 
stories about just a few of them: 

Western Newfoundland Writer is Indigenous Storyteller in Residence at NL Public Libraries 
(November 2024) 

Octoberôs Writer in Residence at the A.C. Hunter Library (October 2024) 

Programs and Events 

NLPL locations host so many great programs and events over the course of a year, below are just 
some of the programs that caught the attention of the local media: 

 Michael Crummey's The Adversary named N.L.'s Must-Read Book of the Year (March 2024) 

Can't Find Solar Eclipse Glasses? Here's How to Make a Last-Minute Pinhole Camera (April 2024) 

Un atelier d'®criture ¨ T.-N. pour apprendre ¨ d®crire une sc¯ne de crime (A writing workshop in NL to 
learn how to describe a crime scene) (November 2024) 

Buildings and Spaces 

So much work goes into maintaining welcoming and inviting spaces filled with interesting tools and 
resources for our patrons. Below are some stories highlighting some new and updated features in dif-
ferent locations: 

Launch of ñShed Labrador Inc. Makerspaceò in Labrador West (May 2024) 

Long Overdue: A.C. Hunter Childrenôs Library Closes for a Month for Mini-Makeover (June 2024) 

Collections 

Our collections are essential to the work we do at NLPL. Below are some articles about new items as 
well as some recommendations: 

For Families Coping with Alzheimerôs and Dementia, Memory Kits Offer Help in a Tidy Package (July 
2024) 

Here are 5 Buzzworthy Black-Authored Books that Deserve your Attention: A Librarian in St. John's 
Shares her Picks on What's New and Popular (March 2024) 

Your Community: Public Library Launchpads (September 2024) 

https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-210/clip/16105648
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-210/clip/16105648
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-56-st-johns-morning-show/clip/16102673-this-months-writer-residence-a.c.-hunter-library
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-labrador/love-our-local-authors-lola-n-l-public-libraries-crummey-1.7099484
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-labrador/solar-eclipse-viewer-pinhole-camera-1.7165975
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/ohdio/premiere/emissions/le-reveil-nouvelle-ecosse-et-t-n/segments/rattrapage/1913181/un-atelier-ecriture-en-francais-a
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-31-labrador-morning/clip/16069345-launch-shed-labrador-inc.-makerspace-labrador-west
https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/video/9.4226392
https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/video/9.6457507
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-labrador/books-authors-blackhistorymonth-1.7128398
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-labrador/books-authors-blackhistorymonth-1.7128398
https://ntv.ca/your-community-public-library-launchpads/
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Introducing... 

A segment to introduce new people and positions at the NLPL 

We asked some of our new team members about their jobs, what led to them working in libraries, and to tell us a 
little bit about themselves in this new feature.  

 

Coline Tisserand, French Language Services Specialist  

My name is Coline Tisserand and I work as the French Language services specialist for NLPL. My position is pro-

vincial but I am based in St. Johnôs. The scope of my position can be divided in three main objectives: 

-Organizing and offering programs and events in French in different library branches for all ages (children, teens 

and adults), as well as supporting my colleagues who want to do so in their own branches 

-Supporting our NLPL Selections team to develop the NLPL French-language collection for all ages that ranges 

from DVDs, boardgames, French books kits, Overdrive titles, picture books, novels, graphic novels, and more! 

-Promoting all of those French-language resources through online communication, collaboration with the franco-

phone federation and outreach events such as visiting French immersion schools, francophone schools and day-

care to show them our resources and programs available in French. 

What led you to work in libraries?  

My background is in French Language teaching, I got my Teaching Certificate from Memorial University in 2020, 

and I taught to almost all ages and in very different contexts (in francophone schools, in French immersion clas-

ses, in tutoring group, with adultsô group in Alliance Fran­aise and at the university). I also worked as the editor-in

-chief of Le Gaboteur, the only francophone newspaper of Newfoundland and Labrador. These experiences al-

lowed me to develop deep knowledge as well as connections with the francophone communities but also the 

English-speakers from different background that are interested in learning French and knowing more about the 

francophone culture of Newfoundland and Labrador. When I saw the job offer for my current position, it felt like 

this position was made for me, as its scope is a great mix of my interests (languages, cultural events, franco-

phone literature, etc.) and skills (I am bilingual, and I am used to work with different public ages with various level 

of French), so thatôs why I decided to try this new adventure in libraries, a great adventure so far! 

What's something you'd like people to know about the work you're doing for the NLPL?  

I want people to realize that my work must take into account the needs of both French and English speakers us-

ing our libraries, meaning that I have to try to balance well the type of programs and resources to offer in French. 

For my colleagues in particular, I want them to know that I am always here to help them with anything related to 

French: translating a poster in French, providing books recommendation, ideas for French rhymes/songs or sup-

porting the development of programs in French that they want to offer in their branch. Wherever possible, I can 

come into their branch to deliver a program in French that they would like to offer to their patrons! If it is not possi-

ble, I can offer it virtually! Donôt hesitate to contact me! 

What are your priorities for the role? What are some things you're excited to take on in the role?  

My priorities are to answer our patronsô needs regarding French-Language and francophone cultures as well as 

offering programs and collections in French that allow them to discover the francophone cultures as well as to 

practice their French. 
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I am very excited about the role in its whole! This is a brand-new position that was created in May 2023 so 

there is a lot to do to develop our French services. It means that there are a lot of possibilities and ways to 

achieve the goals mentioned above and it is important to try and see what works and what doesnôt work with 

our patrons and with the different staff regarding French resources and programs. I am also excited being able 

to collaborate with the staff from the different branches of the province, as well as the different francophone 

organisms so that our strengths can add up to give more space to the French language and francophone cul-

tures in our province. 

What's the last film you loved?  

I really enjoyed the Japanese drama Perfect Days released in 2023. It won the Prize of the Ecumenical Jury 

and the Best Actor Award for KǾji Yakusho at the Cannes Film Festival 2023. The movie, following the daily life 

of a janitor, is full of poetry, lightness accompanied by a perfect soundtrack! 

Do you have a favourite saying?  

My favourite saying is from the French author Michel D®on: çPour bien aimer un pays il faut le manger, le 

boire et l'entendre chanter.è (To love a country, you have to eat it, drink it and hear it sing.) Thatôs a saying 

that has been always following me during all of my travels and in the countries I settled down. 

Tell us about a hobby you enjoy? 

Whenever there is no wind and the waves are not going crazy, I jump in my sea kayak to go on the ocean by 

myself or with friends. Thatôs a great way to discover the rocky coast of Newfoundland. And a wonderful sport 

to make unique encounters with whales, sea birds (puffins), moose or caribou walking along the shore. In sum-

mertime, I also enjoy berry picking and I have my favorite spots dedicated to each berry (blueberries, cranber-

ries, partridgeberries and bakeapples!) 

Do you have a favourite meal or snack? 

I really enjoy having a grilled bagel from my neighborhood bakery (Georgestown Bakery) with a bit of honey, 

cream cheese and good fresh salmon on top! Or any good and tasty cheese from Qu®bec or France. And for a 

snack, I like dark and milk chocolate! 

 

Stephanie Langdon, Early Literacy Training Specialist, Central Division 

My position is healthy balance of working with library staff in my region and Storytime outreach. My cen-

tral position covers the 32 libraries in Central Newfoundland. More specific, I support the libraries children's 

area (making sure every area has what it needs to be a welcoming and inviting space for families). I also sup-

port each staff member in their children's programming, planning and storytime training. I cheer them on in 

their success and am a support to listen to their struggles. The other half of my position is to provide quality 

storytime to childcare centers, family resource centers, schools, anywhere that has children. Children receive a 

storytime (consists of books, songs, felt stories, fingerplays, and more), and childcare staff receive a strong 

modelling of quality storytime practices. 

What led you to work in libraries?  

Being an Early Childhood Educator, the thought of working within a library didnôt seem possible. When this 

position opened up I jumped on it! What better way of expanding my field of education then to work in the li-

braries as an ECE! 
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What's something you'd like people to know about the work you're doing for the NLPL? 

The Early Literacy Team travels to childcare centers that are unable to visit the library. We offer Early Child-

hood Educators resources such as storytime kits, book lists and a community partnership within the area. 

Every time we visit an outreach, we are promoting the libraries and their weekly programs in hopes to bring 

more people through the doors.  

What are your priorities for the role? What are some things you're excited to take on in the role?  

One of the biggest priorities in my role was to visit all 32 libraries in my region. I wanted to meet all the library 

staff and physically be in each library. Meeting staff and having that personal connection with them is very 

important. Building the working relationship will have them feel more comfortable to reach out to me when 

they need any kind of support.  

What's the last videogame you loved? 

I do enjoy the occasional video game. The last one I truly enjoyed would have to be Hogwarts Legacy on the 

Xbox.  

Tell us about a hobby you enjoy? 

One of my hobbies is puzzles. I love doing puzzles. Anything from 300 pieces to 3000 pieces. I enjoy puzzles 

so much, I actually created an accent wall in my spare room of all puzzles glued together.  

Do you have a favourite meal or snack?  

Hands downé pizza is my favourite meal. 

 

Nancy Barker, Central Regional Librarian 

My role looks similar to that of other Regional Librarians so I am responsible for supporting library staff with 

things like programming, training and community initiatives and partnerships. In this role I also spend time 

travelling throughout the Region for in person visits to see the amazing work being done by our hardworking 

staff, attend community events and assist in things like weeding projects. 

My journey to libraries is a life long one! My father was a career librarian and my mother worked as a library 

assistant for over 12 years. I was on my first library board at the age of 12. I was Secretary of the ñSecrets of 

Readingò book club with 8 of my girlfriends and we established a classroom library comprised of our personal 

book collections. I joined the library Board at Harmsworth in 2014 and when a position opened in Point Leam-

ington with NLPL I jumped at the opportunity. Working at a sole charge library in a rural community was full of 

unique experiences especially with an incredibly supportive Library Board. 

Itôs been a few months on the job and I have settled in well. I knew the Regional Staff previously but staff at 

Gander Public Library, who were new to me, were warm from day one and made me feel welcome and at 

home. 

Something I am working on for the new year is a series of Webex óRegional Chatsô wherein I will arrange and 
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New in the eLibrary for patrons who love Libby!  

set up small working groups with all staff in Central. These working groups, about 6-7 in each, will be themed 

with space for open ended conversation, brain storming and a question period. Itôs really about fostering com-

radery and support amongst staff.  

A few of things about me: I love cooking and my go to comfort recipe is óno kneadô focaccia with Rosemary and 

Sea Salt and in warmer months I enjoy kayaking and being out on the land. My favorite place to kayak is the 

Badger Brook just west of where I live in Grand Falls-Windsor. My Great Grandfather, Louis John, was a 

Miôkmaq hunting and trapping guide and the Badger Brook was one of his areas so I feel especially at peace 

there. As a member of Qalipu First Nation I also have settler ancestry and I am very proud of my Miôkmaq culture 

and heritage.  

Nancy Kayaking at Badger Brook 
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Librarian for a Day! 

Jan Moffett, Branch Supervisor, A.C. Hunter Childrenôs Library 

As part of the Summer Reading Club at the three St. Johnôs branches, children ages 9-13 are able to 

enter to win the chance to be Junior Librarian-for-a-Day.  

This contest was first started in 2019 and has continued in 2023 and 2024. This contest has been a 

big hit, with 100 tweens entering this year! This yearôs winner, Carissa Gendron (age 11) came in to 

the library on August 23rd for a four-hour shift with staff.  

Some of the highlights of her visit included checking out patrons, at the Childrenôs circulation desk cre-

ating her own display of ñCarissaôs Picksò, helping with button-making and getting a grand tour of the 

library. She was thrilled to find out that there is a basement with archives of newspapers, magazines 

and old books. Her eyes lit up when she saw the date ñ1901ò on a stack of bound newspapers. There 

are items older than her grandparents, even than her great-grandparents! She even noted a gap in 

our collection ï her favourite sport of Rugby didnôt have a single book on our shelf. Our selections 

team was notified and are working to correct that, but Carissa was thrilled to be able to contribute and 

had an awesome day.  

Congratulations Carissa on a job well done.  

Carissa Gendron, Junior Librarian for a Day 2024 


